
Program Notes for
"Janusz Korczak Suite"

"The lives of great men are like legends-difficult but beautifulÉ " 

Janusz Korczak 

The life of Janusz Korczak is a moving story of isolation and despair, hope and triumph, and eventual self-sacrifice. I envisioned this piece in three movements Ð the first representing KorczakÕs sad early
life, his struggles to find an identity, and the struggles within his family. The second movement is meant to represent the happier, more contented times that Korczak shared with the many children he helped
through his work in the orphanages and the summer camps he instituted. The third movement represents the incursion of the Nazi regime into Poland, and the imminent death of Korczak and his children.

I.
Movement One opens with the ÒKorczakÓ theme played by solo viola. The theme is taken from the Jewish liturgical prayer ÒAv Harachamim.Ó Av Harachamim (!"#$%& '() is a Jewish memorial prayer which
was written in the late eleventh or early twelfth century, after the destruction of the  Ashkenazi communities around the Rhine River by Christian crusaders during the First Crusade. It is printed in every siddur
and recited as part of the weekly Shabbat services. The Yizkor service on Jewish holidays, concludes with the Av Harachamim, which prays for the souls of all Jewish martyrs.

II.
The Second Movement opens with the ÒChildrenÕs ThemeÓ played by the woodwinds. This theme draws inspiration from the childrenÕs opera ÒBrundib‡r.Ó Brundib‡r is the name of a children's opera by Czech
composer Hans Kr‡sa with a libretto by Adolf Hoffmeister and performed by the children of the concentration camp Theresienstadt in occupied Czechoslovakia. The opera tells the story of two young children
in a struggle against the evil organ grinder, Brundib‡r Ð who symbolizes Hitler. The thematic element used here comes from the finale of the opera Ð the triumphant moment when the children have vanquished
the evil Brundib‡r. (Though prophetically, the Brundib‡r character tells the children, ÒYes, you have defeated me, but there will be other evil people like me to followÉÓ) The opera Brundib‡r became a rallying
point for those in the Theresienstadt camp, a chance to thumb their noses at the Nazi occupiers. The Nazis also took advantage of the young performers. Theresienstadt became a vehicle for the Nazi propaganda
machine Ð showing the world that the Jews were being well-taken care of. A special performance of Brundib‡r was staged in 1944 for representatives of the Red Cross who came to inspect living conditions in
the camp. What the Red Cross found was a small comfortable city with every convenience that citizens could ask for. (One of the reasons the Theresienstadt camp seemed comfortable, was that many of the
residents had just been deported to Auschwitz in order to reduce overcrowding during the Red Cross visit.) Most of the participants in the Theresienstadt production, including the composer Kr‡sa, were eventually
exterminated in Auschwitz.

III.
The final movement begins with the brass introducing the ÒNazi ThemeÓ Ð adapted from the ÒHorst Wessel LiedÓ or ÒDie Fahne hochÓ ("The flag on high", from its opening line) The tune for this piece was taken
from an old northern-European folk-tune, with lyrics written by the Nazi party-activist Horst Wessel. After being killed by political enemies, Wessel was held up as a martyr to the Nazi cause and his song was
taken by the Nazis as their anthem, later becoming the German National Anthem. This piece was used by the Nazis for parades, ceremonies, and other party-events. Following the introduction of the ÒNazi ThemeÓ
and the NaziÕs march on Poland, the other thematic material is restated. The themes collide with each other, as Korczak and the children remain defiant to the Nazis. The tension, confusion and chaos builds to the
terrible climaxÉ followed by the lachrymose restatement of the Korczak theme by solo viola, ending the piece.

Janusz Korczak was born Henryk Goldsmit in Warsaw on July 22, 1878. He was born into an assimilated Jewish family in a Poland dominated by the Catholic church. During his often
unhappy youth, Henryk played with children who were poor and lived in bad neighborhoods, developing his passion for helping disadvantaged youth. His father died (possibly by his
own hand) when Henryk was only eighteen, leaving the family without a source of income. Over the next few years, the family was forced to abandon their spacious apartment and
Henryk became the sole breadwinner for his mother, sister, and grandmother. He studied medicine and also had a promising career in literature, where he used the pseudonym Janusz
Korczak, derived from a 19th century novel.

In 1912, Korczak gave up his lucrative careers in literature and medicine and established a Jewish orphanage. The orphanage was housed in a building which he designed to advance his
progressive educational theories Ð he envisioned a world in which children structured their own world and became experts in their own matters. Jewish children between the ages of seven
and fourteen were allowed to live there while attending Polish public school and government-sponsored Jewish schools, known as "Sabbath" schools. The orphanage opened a summer
camp in 1921, which remained in operation until the summer of 1940. Besides serving as principal of two orphanages, Korczak was also a doctor and author, worked at a Polish radio
station, was a principal of an experimental school, published a childrenÕs newspaper, was a docent at a Polish University, and also served as an expert witness in a district court for minors.
He became well-known in Polish society and received many accolades and awards.

The Germans occupied Poland in September 1939, and the Warsaw ghetto was established in November 1940. The orphanage was moved inside the ghetto. Korczak received many offers
to be smuggled out of the ghetto, but he refused because he did not want to abandon the children. On August 5, 1942, Korczak and nearly 200 children and orphanage staff members were
rounded up for deportation to Treblinka, where they were all put to death.

... A miracle occurred. Two hundred children did not cry out. Two hundred pure souls, condemned to death, did not weep. Not one of them ran away. None tried to
hide. Like stricken swallows they clung to their teacher and mentor, to their father and brother, Janusz Korczak, so that he might protect and preserve them. Janusz
Korczak was marching, his head bent forward, holding the hand of a child, without a hat, a leather belt around his waist, and wearing high boots. A few nurses were
followed by two hundred children, dressed in clean and meticulously cared for clothes, as they were being carried to the altar. On all sides the children were
surrounded by Germans, Ukrainians, and this time also Jewish policemen. They whipped and fired shots at them. The very stones of the street wept at the sight of
the procession…

Joshua Perle, an eyewitness, describing the procession of Korczak and the children through the ghetto to the Umschlagplatz (deportation point to the death camps)
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I.

Janusz Korczak Suite

Jeffrey Cobb
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




      








 



 

  






  



 

   



 



   



 















  
     



 










    


 



  
  


    













    







   


    



  







 















  
     



 










    


 



  
  


    













    







   


    



   


   



   






      








 



 

 

 






 




 
 







 



 
  



 



  



 



  






 







 








      

  
  







   




 


 









  


 




  



 



  






 







 








      

  
  







   




 


 









  


 




rit. 

rit. 

Fl. 1

Fl. 2

Fl. 3

Ob.

E.H.

Cl. 1

Cl. 2

Cl. 3

Tpt.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

Db.















    








   







   





   








   







pp













   








   








   





 

pp














   








   








   





 

pp

















 

 


mp
   



   



   



   



pp











 





 





 

mp

   



   



   



 

pp

  















mp





 

 
 





 

 
 





 

 
 

pp

















mp





 

 
 





 

 
 





 

  

pp















 

mp





 

 
 





 

 
 





 





pp















     



mp
   











p
   














     

pp




 









  




 

pp











 





 






    

pp








 
       



 
       





Janusz Korczak Suite - Jeffrey Cobb



Janusz Korczak Suite
III. * begin "marching"

   (see below)

Trumpet 1.2.3.4

Horn in F 1.2.3.4

Trombone 1.2.3

Tuba

Timpani

Bass Drum

Cymbals

Snare Drum

Tom-toms

Violin I

Violin II

Viola

Violoncello

Double Bass


















     





L

con fuoco



R


L


R



simile until L




        


      

tutti

mf





 


sfz




   

 


      

mf













sfz






 



  


        


        



skip to measure 244
in Movement III

 

f




 











 


 











 


 











 


 











 


 




















 




















 













 





f











  










 




  












mf




 

 




  










 




  












 
 

f










  




 



  






mf



 



  




 



  






 



  

f
  





 


     


     

mf sfz





 

f







 


   









      

mf

atonal glissando


        

         


        


        

Tpt.

Hn.

Tbn.

Tba.

Timp.

B. D.

Cym.

Tom-t.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

Db.


















     

tutti

f





 

sfz






 




  

 


     

tutti

f





 

sfz






 




  

 


  



 


sfz




   

   

f





 


sfz




   

 


 














sfz






 



    

f













sfz






 



  


 
















sfz
















    

f
















sfz
















  


 









sfz



  

   

f








sfz



  

 






 











 


 




















 




















 











 


 











 


 




















 




















 



















  










 



 

 




  










 




  










 




  










 



 

 




  










 




  

















  




 


 



  




 



  




 



  




 


 



  











  
 

mf

  

sfz

 






 

f





 

 




   





    

mf




sfz

  




  


 

f














   







mf

atonal glissando atonal glissando

mf


 

mf

atonal glissando atonal glissando

mf

      
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* At     , all orchestra members who are able, begin to stomp their feet
   in rhythm (as notated) creating a "marching" effect until 
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